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Effect of Urtica dioica. L capital letters on performance of broilers
Abstract:

Nettle is medicinal plant with antioxidant, anti-microbial and anti-inflammatory properties and can be an
alternative to antibiotics in poultry diets.The aim of this study was to investigate the effect of different levels of
Two hundred, one-day chicks (Ross 308) in a leaf powder of Urtica dioica L. on performance in broilers.
completely randomized design with 5 treatments and 4 replications and 10 observations per replicate were
studied. The chicks received O(control) , 0.5, 1, 1.5 and 2 percent dietary Urtica dioica L. leaf powder,
respectively during the entire feeding period.The results indicated that 2% powder increased body weight gain
and reduced feed conversion rate (P<0.05). Bursa of fabricius weight was increased with consumption of 1.5 and
2% powder and thymus weight was increased with consumption of 1, 1.5 and 2% powder (P<0.05). It is
concluded that 2% powder Urtica dioica .L increased performance of broilers.
Key words: Urtica dioica L., capital plant, performance, Broiler
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